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CLAY CROSS TOWN BOARD 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY 15 MAY 2020 
 

Board Members Present: 
 

Gary Golden (Worcester Bosch) ……… Chair 
Councillor M E Thacker MBE JP …..…. Leader and Vice-Chair 

 
 

Councillor J Kenyon – Portfolio Holder for Transformation & Climate Change 
Councillor C Renwick – Portfolio Holder for Economic Growth 
Councillor N Barker 
Councillor T King – Derbyshire County Council Cabinet Member for Clean Growth and 
Regeneration 
Lee Rowley MP – Member of Parliament for North East Derbyshire 
Janine Foxhall – Derbyshire Community Health Services NHS Foundation Trust General 
Manager for Chesterfield and North East Derbyshire 
Tom Goshawk – D2N2 Head of Capital Programmes 
Andrew King – Clay Cross Town Centre Group Treasurer 
Warren Manning – Derby University Pro Vice-Chancellor and Dean of the College of 
Engineering and Technology 
Steve Perez – Global Brands Chairman 
Julie Richards – Chesterfield College Group Chief Executive Officer 
 
Also Present  
 
Joe Battye – Derbyshire County Council Service Director for Economy and Regeneration 
Gill Callingham – Director of Growth and Economic Development 
Niall Clark – Rykneld Homes Director of Property Services and Development 
Lee Hickin – Director of Corporate Resources 
Bob Murdoch – Worcester Bosch Manufacturing Director 
Alan Maher – Senior Governance Officer 
Tom Scott – Temporary Governance Officer 
 
21 Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies were received from Councillor G Morley, John Mather (Homes 
England), Liam Rooney (Derbyshire FA), Angela Stansfield (DWP) and Jane 
Tricker (Homes England). 
 

22 Declarations of Interest 
 
No declarations of interest were made.  
 

23 Appointment of the Consultant - Ratifying the Decision of the Panel 
 
The Chair welcomed everybody to the meeting. He explained how at 10.30 a.m. 
before this meeting began, the interview tender selection panel interviewed three 
suppliers. The selection panel included: 
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1) Gary Golden (Chair) 
2) Councillor M E Thacker MBE JP (Leader and Vice-Chair) 
3) Councillor G Morley (Chairman of Clay Cross Parish Council) 
4) Andrew King (Clay Cross Town Centre Group Treasurer) 
5) Warren Manning (Derby University Pro Vice-Chancellor and Dean of the 
College of Engineering and Technology) 
 
The Chair stated that the panel’s decision at the end of the interview process was 
to appoint Nexus Planning as the consultants to assist in delivering the Clay 
Cross Investment Plan. The decision now required final approval from Clay Cross 
Town Board. 
 
The Vice-Chair informed the Board that all three of the suppliers interviewed were 
of very good quality, but the reasons the panel selected Nexus Planning were: 
 
1) Ability to deliver within the timeline 
2) Experience 
3) Quality 
4) Low Carbon expertise 
5) Digital expertise 
6) Have delivered other Government led projects 
7) Nexus pledged to put together an ‘Action Focus Plan’ in the next eight weeks 
 
The Vice-Chair added that another of the reasons Nexus impressed was their 
commitment to forming a COVID-19 relationship with the Board. The Board 
agreed this was very important, because the Investment Plan would need to set 
up many things in preparation for the COVID-19 recovery, like the economic 
profile, employment, schools, apprentices, regeneration, retail, night-time 
economy, hotels and training. 
 
Tom Goshawk informed the Board that in terms of Town Routes, D2N2 would be 
able to provide analysis of COVID-19 data. 
 
Ratification of the panel’s decision was moved by the Vice-Chair and seconded 
by Councillor J Kenyon. 
 
The Members of the Board voted unanimously to ratify the decision of the 
interview panel and appoint Nexus Planning as the consultants to assist in 
delivering the Clay Cross Investment Plan. 
 
RESOLVED – That Clay Cross Town Board ratifies the decision of the interview 
panel and appoints Nexus Planning as the consultants to assist in delivering the 
Clay Cross Investment Plan. 
 

(Director of Corporate Resources/Director of Growth and Economic 
Development/Governance Officer) 

 
24 Any Other Business 

 
Members of the Board noted that COVID-19 was causing retail use and 
occupancy in Clay Cross to fall dramatically, meaning that businesses and 
pubs/hotels would find it very difficult after the pandemic. Members were in 
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agreement that Town Deals such as Clay Cross Town Board were now even 
more important than ever, because Clay Cross Town Board would allow its 
Members to jointly identify the areas to help recover first.  
 
Julie Richards stated that the Chesterfield College Group were lobbying the 
Government for more assistance during the COVID-19 recovery in terms of 
apprentices and adult training. 
 

25 Date and Time of Next Meeting 
 
The Chair informed the Board that the date of the next meeting would be 
circulated in the near future once Nexus Planning had been informed of their 
successful bid, because Nexus Planning would require the next Board meeting to 
be an inception meeting. 
 

___________   
 


